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That he did care for her sincerely, and trust her, as a
friend, is proved sufficiently by the fact that he was
willing (under the influence of the emotion her graceful
and tender act in preparing this little cottage as a
surprise caused him) to break through the principle of
refusing favours, and to accept the Hermitage from her.

But it has been said that if material advantages are to
be weighed, the person who was really a gainer by Rous-
seau's residence at the Hermitage was Madame d'Epinay.

She gained, not only the society and conversation of a
friend who was also a man of genius, and whose original
ideas interested, if they did not influence, her, but also
the prestige of hostess to the most celebrated author of
the hour; who after his celebrity was necessarily more
sought after, and less accessible to his admirers, than
ever. Madame d'Epinay, at this time, coveted before all
things a literary circle : and the presence of Rousseau at
the Hermitage attracted to her country house of La
Chevrette a number of men of letters, who were drawn
there exclusively by admiration for, or curiosity about,
her famous guest. Nor was this all. Madame d'Epmay
gained not only a reflected literary reputation by her
position of Rousseau's hostess, but the moral reputation
of the " Citizen of G-eneva" served, in an epoch when
she needed it, to re-instate her in public favour.

In 1753 an event had taken place, the secret of
which was well kept amongst her contemporaries; but of
which readers of George Sand's Histoire de ma Vie do
not need to be reminded. George Sand, as every one
knows, was the grand-daughter of Madame d'Bpinay's
first lover, M. de Francufeil; who late in life (at more
than sixty years of age) married Aurora, Countess de
Horn, then a young widow of thirty. George Sand,
reviving her girlish recollections of these family ties,
which bound her to the epoch of Eousseau, speaks off '-man
oncle par bdtardise" for a long time Bishop of Salgues,
and afterwards Archbishop of Aries. " He was born in
1753, and was the issue of the ardent and much too they do not chance to havec.    In short, all had                    14wife than Jean Jacques was to The'rese.e case of the Yenetian child, but he is notThe New Spirit, by Havelock Ellis.)
